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Overriding Republican opposition, 
the House Rules Committee yesterday 
approved a temporary revival of the 
inquiry into the assassinations of 
President -Kennedy and Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. 

Under the proposal, the Select 
House Cotnmittee on Assassinations 
would be re-established and given un- 
til March 31 to work out a satisfactory 
(budget and justify a full-fledged in- 
vestigation. 

The compromise is scheduled to go 
before the House this afternoon. 

Rep. Richard Rolling (D-Mo.), who 
sponsored the resolution^ at yester- 
day's hearing, said it has the support 
of the Democratic leadership, but it 
still faces “a very flammable situa- 
tion"- on the House floor. , 

'Gpenly critical of the select commit: - 
tee’s chief counsel, Richard A. Spra- 
gue, House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) 
O’Neill made plain at his t noon hour 
press conference that his backing of 
the compromise was not entirely en- 
thusiastic. 

“It is obvious that Sprague has been, 
running the committee and making 
policy,” O’Neill told reporters. But 
with a new chairman, Rep. Henry B 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), coming in, O’Neill 
said he hoped the committee would be 
*ble to get “untangled” bp March 31 
from the criticisms of civil libertari- 
ans and those who think the inquiry 
will be too costly. 

Approved by the Rules Committee 
on a voice vote with Republican mem- 
bers voting nay, the two-month exten- 
sion of the investigation included sev- 
eral changes drafted to satisfy con- 
gressional critics such as Rep. Don 
Edwards (D-Calif.), chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on Constitu- 
tional and Civil Rights. 

Unlike the broadly worded resolu- 


tion that has been stalled since its irirf 
troduction in January, -the new com? • 
promise would limit the assassinations 
comniitteeto investigating the deaths 
of Kennedy, King and of any other 
persons the select committee shall de- 
termine “might be related" to either 
assassination. A 

The old resolution gave the commit^ 
tee blanket authority to investig^jf 
anyone’s death, even, ; some members 
of Congress complained, that of Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Other changes would rule out the 
issuance of subpoenas toy sole author- 
itynffthe committee chairman require 
the committee to follow the rules of 
the House and to adopt additional" 



Committee members have also indi- 
cated they intend to abandon Spra- 
gue’s controversial proposals for the 
use|r M;; hidden transmitters, it&oly- 
• graph! and psychological stress evalu- 
ators. 

Rep. Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.), 
chairman of the Kennedy assassina- 
tion subcommittee, and Del. Walter: 
Fauntroy (D-D.C.), chairman of the 
■King subcommittee, took the lead in 
working out -the changes and submit- 
ted them to O'Neill on Monday eve- 
ning. 

Preyer acknowledged to reporters 
yesterday, however, that the new reso- 
lution was designed “to meet the ob- 
jections of Don Edwards and the civil 
libertarian wing" and that House con- 
servatives concerned about the cost of 
the inquiry and its potential impact 
on the FBI and the CIA have yet to 
be mollified. , 

“We think this makes it constitu- 
tionally sound,” Preyer said of the 
compromise. “But it does not meet the 
objections from the conservative 
side,” he added. 

Some congressional critics have sug- 
gested that the assassinations commit- 
tee may be out to “get" the FBI and 
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the CIA. Committee members have 
denied any such intention, but the 
compromise resolution still contains a 
broadly worded clause calling for an 
assessment of “the investigatory juris- 
diction and capability of agencies and 
departments of the, United States Gov- 
ernment." 

Unlike the original resolution, the 
compromise also Icalls on the commit- 
tee to determine whether agencies 
such as the FBI and the QIA withheld 
information from each other and from 
t : he Warden Commission in the Ken- 
nedy assassination and whether perti- 
nent evidence was overlooked in ei- 
ther murder. 

Testifying against any new congres- 
sional inquiry, Rep. Dale Milford (D- 
Tex.) protested to the Rules Commit- 
tee yesterday that as far as the Ken- 
nedy assassination was concerned, 
there first ought to be “hard evidence 
that the Warren Commission’s conclu- 
sions were in error." 

Edwards, however, told the commit- 
tee he was satisfied that the new reso- 
lution “complies with the require- 
ments of constitutionality and due 
process.” 

Preyer and Fauntroy told reporters 
that the committee will “take a very 
careful look at our budget" if it is re- 
established and trim back some pro- 
posed expenses. The furor over Spra- 
gue’s proposed $6.5 million budget for 
the year, which he described as a 
“bare bones" minimum, has yet to die 
down. 

“We may say that again," Preyer 
said, emphasizing that he did not 
know how much could be cut “I don’t 
think we’re going to be able to do this 
on the cheap." 

Bolling forecast a stiff debate on 
the House floor that could easily get 
out of hand in view of the “violently 
strong opinions” about whether the 
committee should be re-established. 


